
 

APPLICATION NO: 20/00454/FUL OFFICER: Mr Daniel O Neill 

DATE REGISTERED: 12th March 2020 DATE OF EXPIRY : 7th May 2020 

WARD: Swindon Village PARISH: SWIND 

APPLICANT: Mr & Mrs Modi 

LOCATION: 154 River Leys, Cheltenham  

PROPOSAL: Erection of conservatory to rear of the property (part-retrospective) 

 

 

REPRESENTATIONS 
 

Number of contributors  2 
Number of objections  1 
Number of representations 1 
Number of supporting  0 

 
   

155 Riverleys 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 9SE 
 

 

Comments: 18th March 2020 
I do not object to the construction of the conservatory in general, however I do have 
concerns about the way that the side windows will overlook my garden (155 Riverleys), 
and access to a shared drain.  
 
A conservatory, especially in a small house such as this, will potentially be used a lot, 
and this will mean that the observable windows on the property will undergo a change of 
use. Instead of the main building windows looking across to my garden at an oblique 
angle, the conservatory will protrude windows into the garden and the side windows will 
look sideways directly into my garden, which in turn would reduce the privacy in my 
garden, and I'm assuming the same for the neighbour on the other side of the 
conservatory.  
 
Can I therefore request that any side windows on the conservatory be made of frosted 
glass please? My main concern is not actually for myself, it is for any tenants, as this is a 
rented property. I spent a lot of time constructing my garden to provide a pleasant and 
natural seating area at the back of the property for myself and any tenants to enjoy. The 
change in use of windows that the conservatory at 154 introduces potentially reduces 
that benefit. I can envisage added difficulties where any tenants may want to construct a 
physical obstacle to block the conservatory windows such as boarding or 
allowing/encouraging climbing plants to grow up the fence in order to block the views 
from the conservatory window. The owners of the conservatory may not take kindly to 
boards being erected or foliage growing over and down the side of their conservatory. A 
three-way dispute may then open up between the tenants, my neighbours and myself 
trying to resolve a privacy issue that could have been prevented during the design stage 
of the conservatory.  
 



Additionally, as I understand it, both 154 and my house at 155 share an underground 
waste water drain, and both properties have an access point/drain cover approximately 6 
feet away from the rear walls of each house and approximately midway across the width 
of each plots. I have had to access my drain cover on a couple of occasions in order to 
unblock the underground pipework when it became blocked. Will the conservatory be 
covering the drain cover at 154? If so I am concerned that this may impact my property or 
theirs. I'm assuming these drain covers were positioned in the initial design/build of the 
properties for a reason, and that without them the ability to maintain and rectify any 
underground drainage issues would be impaired in some way.  
 
I am concerned that at some point in the future a blockage or other problem with this 
drainage becomes more difficult or costly to resolve because there is no longer access to 
this drain cover, and that the addition of the conservatory has in effect caused a change 
of use and function of the drainage system. Would it therefore be possible to have 
reassurances that the drainage cover at 154 is still easily accessible in some way 
please? 
 
I hope the owners of 154 do not mind me communicating directly via the planning portal 
like this. I would communicate directly with them, but as I have no communication from 
the owners directly over this, this seems to be the preferred method of communication.  
 
 
   

153 River Leys 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 9SE 
 

 

Comments: 18th March 2020 
Letter attached.  
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